% Low-Code Platforms Comparison 2025

1. il Main Comparison Table

Short description: This section provides a comparison of key low-code platforms by main functional and
technical criteria.
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Key Points:

- NextGen - maximum flexibility, individual ownership model, open architecture, direct DB access,
suitable for high-load enterprise.

- Enterprise platforms (Mendix, OutSystems, Creatio, Appian, Pega, Salesforce) - market leaders, rich
marketplace, subscription licenses, focus on visual modeling.

- SMB and citizen-dev platforms (Kissflow, Betty Blocks, Quick Base, Zoho Creator) - quick start, visual
management, more limitations in depth and scale.

2. 4 Integration Depth & API Support Comparison

Short description: This section compares the platforms' capabilities for integration with external systems, API

support, and ready-made connectors.
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Key Points:

- NextGen: maximum flexibility, any corporate/custom integrations, no API limitations.

- Mendix/OutSystems/Creatio/Appian/Pega/Salesforce: rich marketplace, event-driven & ESB support,
enterprise integration.

- Power Platform: SaaS connector leader, but premium is paid.

- SMB/citizen-dev: quick start, focus on Zapier, Make, webhooks, less depth.

3. B Database Features

Short description: Comparison of platforms' database capabilities, scalability, SQL support, and migrations.
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Key Points:

- NextGen: maximum flexibility, any corporate DBs and custom drivers, direct SQL, high-load support,
auto migrations, in-memory caching.

- Enterprise platforms: ORM and visual models, usually no direct SQL (only via platform), NoSQL
limited.

- SMB/citizen-dev: visual tables, less depth, no direct SQL, all via API.

4. © Performance, ETL, Bl Integration

Short description: Assessment of platform performance, Bl integration, and ETL support.
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Key Points:

- NextGen: enterprise-level performance, any ETL pipelines, direct export/data access, real-time and BI
support via any tools.

- Enterprise platforms: ETL and Bl usually via external solutions, batch and streaming support.

- SMB/citizen-dev: Bl and ETL only via simple connectors (Zapier, Make, Google Data Studio, Excel).

5. < TCO (Total Cost of Ownership) Comparison

Short description: Comparison of total cost of ownership, including licenses, implementation, support, and

hidden costs.
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* Example 3-Year TCO - approximate estimate, depends on implementation scale, user count, integrations,
and customizations.

Key Points:

- NextGen - minimal TCO for large implementations due to no subscription, open architecture, in-
house support and development, no vendor lock-in.

- Enterprise platforms (Mendix, OutSystems, Creatio, Appian, Pega, Salesforce) - high TCO due to
subscription, paid extensions, need for partners, and vendor lock-in.

- SMB/citizen-dev platforms (Kissflow, Betty Blocks, Quick Base, Zoho Creator) - low entry threshold,
but costs grow quickly with scaling.

6. L Internal & External User Licensing

Short description: Comparison of licensing features and costs for internal and external users.

Platform Internal Users (price External/Guest Users (price) Licensing Notes -/
NextGen unlimited No separate licensing All by cor.1tr‘act, often
unlimited
Mendix from $60-$150/user/mo from $0.50-$2/external user/mo External users - separate
(Standard/Premium) (B2C/B2B) packages




External users - separate

OutSystems from $150/user/mo (Enterprise) from S1/external user/mo (B2C/B2B) packages

Creatio from $25-550/user/mo Individual, usually cheaper By request, de.pends on
scenario

MS Power from $5-540/user/mo from $2/guest user/mo (Power Apps Via Azure ,.AD B2B,

Platform External User) separate licenses

Appian from $90/user/mo from S2/external user/mo (B2C/B2B) External users - separate
packages

Kissflow from $18/user/mo Individual, usually cheaper By request

Betty Blocks from $25/user/mo Individual, usually cheaper By request

Quick Base from $30/user/mo Individual, usually cheaper By request

Zoho Creator from $10/user/mo from $1/guest user/mo External ILiJcs:r:;-Sseparate

Pega from $80,000/year (enterprise) Individual, usually cheaper By request

Salesforce from $25/user/mo from $2/guest user/mo (Experience External L.Jsers - separate

Platform Cloud) licenses

Notes:

- Internal users - company employees needing full platform access.

- External/guest users - clients, partners, B2B/B2C, with limited access (e.g., only to portal or specific
apps).

- Actual prices may vary by region, volume, contract terms, and additional options (SLA, integrations,
storage, etc.).

- NextGen - usually does not limit users or separate external users, all by individual contract.

. ¥ Areas of Application for Low-Code Platforms
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Legend:

V - Platform is well-suited for this scenario

- - Limited or not a primary scenario

() Simple - prototypes, automation, small apps

- Medium - business processes, integrations, corporate portals

- @ Complex - high-load, large-scale, mission-critical systems




